
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Special performances 
 

It was a special moment for our Foundation Stage parents this week as they saw their 

children on stage for the first time performing their Nativity. I joined them in these wonderful moments and 

for many parents, tears of pride and joy flowed. What a brilliant effort the children all made in their singing, 

speaking parts and the costumes – it made the mornings very special to watch. 
 

The same afternoons, the Hall was filled again as KS1 parents arrived to see their children. This time, the 

narration from the children as well as the speaking parts, dancing and singing were great and a few cameo 

performances (whether scripted or not) again left the audience in a positive mood. 
 

Both days, the FOSM were on hand to serve teas, coffees and mince pies as well as a few raffle tickets and my 

thanks to them for their help also with setting out the chairs before the afternoon sessions – tricky to get this 

sorted in such a short space of time alone. 
 

At the beginning and end of the week, I posed the children some Christmas 

challenges: “Think of ways of including people who may be lonely in the things 

that you are doing.” and “Think of one piece of good news this week and share it 

with a friend, a parent or a grandparent this weekend” as we have looked at the 

Christmas story through the traditional carol “The First Nowell”.  
 

The next four days are our last before 17 days of much needed rest for staff and children, but are as busy as 

always. KS2 are finalising their pieces for the Church on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings and I’ve seen 

many classes doing read-throughs in classrooms this week as I’ve passed so that their lines can be delivered 

clearly on the night.  
 

Christmas lunches take place next week too, and sadly for us, Mrs Ritson who works in 

the kitchen and has a great rapport with the children finishes with us at the end of the 

week. This was a blow to Chef and the rest of the team but she goes with our best wishes 

and I’m sure will be sent off in style by Y6 who have often benefitted by her serving extra 

portions at the end of certain services. 

Andrew Cumpstey 

The week ahead – Week B  

Monday 18th  
Breakfast Club 07:45 – 08:45 

Christmas Fair 15:15 onwards in the Hall 

Tuesday 19th  
Breakfast Club 07:45 – 08:45 

FS & KS1 Christmas lunch; Y3 & Y4 Carol Service 18:00 @ Church 

Wednesday 20th   
Breakfast Club 07:45 – 08:45 

KS2 Christmas lunch; Yoga; Y5 & Y6 Carol Service 18:00 @ Church 

Thursday 21st  
Breakfast Club 07:45 – 08:45 

Christmas film morning 

Friday 22nd  
School Closed 

Christmas holidays begin, back on Monday 8th January 2024 

St. Michael’s C. of E. Primary School 
Friday 15th December 2023 

www.stmichaelscofe.co.uk  

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down  

   from the Father of lights…”   James 1:17 

 

Week B  

http://www.stmichaelscofe.co.uk/


Achievements 
 

Helen’s Braintree Childcare have been 

visiting Bradbury House care home after 

school and recently enjoyed making a pine 

cone Christmas tree craft with the residents. 

They took handmade cards with a tree 

decoration inside and had a collection of 

Christmas presents – every resident 

received one; she was really proud of them, 

and rightly so. 
 

All of the children were so polite and the residents really appreciated their visits 
 

Ida (4M), Kensi (4M), Emily (3H), Finlay (2FW), Theo (2FW), Nina (1M) and Imogen (RR) 

pictured. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This week, both Y6 classes were able to attend an event at St. Michael’s Church called 

“Experience Christmas” and the following is from Bailey, Elena, 

Elise and Joshua 

 

Just yesterday, Year 6 visited the church for a very special 

Christmas experience. After watching a short animation (created 

using Lego), we were split into small groups in order to complete 

five fun and unique activities all led by members of the church. 

During these times we delved deeper into the Christmas Story to 

really think about the various characters which included: the 

shepherds, the wise magi and of course... Mary and Joseph. At 

the end, just before we left, we gathered together where we learnt 

about how the Christmas trees in our houses can also remind us 

of the story. 

 

We thoroughly enjoyed the experience and would like to thank 

Mrs Grove-Smith and the rest of the team who helped us. 

Congratulations to the whole of 

Edison 

who won this week’s  

House Point competition. 

Emily Dixon & Chimamanda Ugwu 

proudly collected the trophy on behalf of 

their whole team 



 

 

FOSM 

Present Room 

Although the FOSM team are here to raise money for the children and school, the Present 

Room is more about giving the children the opportunity of handling money and choosing a 

present of their choice for someone they care for.  With your help we raised £226.00, a good 

amount over the week.  There are still a few presents to buy, which you can do at the 

Christmas fair on Monday, 18th December in the school hall. 

Bike and Scooter Rack 

                                                      

For those of you who use the Flitch Way gate coming in and out of school, you will have seen 

the new bike and scooter rack area.  The flooring is being put down by the Friends over the 

Christmas break, so the area will be ready and available to use when we return to school in the 

New Year.  Mr Moss will be locking and unlocking the gate at drop off and pick up times each 

day.  However, we ask that you please lock individual items to the racks for extra security. 

 

 

 

 

It was lovely to see so many parents and have a chance to chat at the school 

Nativity performances this week. Thank you for your kind donations towards the mince pies 

and refreshments.  Special thanks goes to Braintree Lidl, Tesco Great Notley and Tesco 

Braintree Centre who very kindly donated the mince pies. 

 

 

If you haven’t bought your hamper raffle tickets yet, don’t worry, there is still time. 

Tickets are still available via ParentMail until Midnight on Sunday, 17th December 

The draw will take place on the evening of Monday, 18th December, ready for winners to 

collect their hampers before the Christmas holiday begins. 
 

 

 

 

 

Now that the Bike and Scooter Rack is nearly complete, 

The Friends are now raising money for 

outdoor seating to be placed in the playgrounds. 
 

The FOSM team will be at the Christmas Fair on Monday, 18th.  We will be selling Hamper tickets, the last of 

the Present Room Presents and the school uniform clothes swap will be available to help yourself to.   

We look forward to seeing you there. 

 



 

 

Notices 

 

Monday’s Christmas challenge was to notice and 

help people feel included. Two children in 6LM 

thought about how to make their friend, Veronika, 

feel included even more and therefore researched 

and wrote their cards in Ukrainian. Joshua and 

Eliza both received a mention in Worship this 

morning for that very thoughtful act. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the beginning of the week, Mrs Bruce shared with me a card that 

she had received from one of the parents: 

 

“To RBR, 

I want to thank you form the bottom of my heart! When my child started, he was so 

nervous he took an acorn to school for luck. After a while, he realised he didn’t need to 

as his teachers were his lucky acorn! 

 

As a gift for future nervous / scared children, I 

bought a ‘Confidence Conker’ which children years 

from now can cuddle and get comfort.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Safety above convenience 

One of our parents, who is a police officer, sent in these photos this week of some 

exceptionally inconsiderate parking on Clare Road. 
 

In the first one, amazingly, the car right at the junction was parked, not turning out, while the 

other two show that some parents feel that the “Keep Clear” sign is not relevant to them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The parent has witnessed this week a child and adult nearly hit as someone reversed from a 

space and tried to speak to the driver of one of the parked vehicles but to no avail. 
 

We know that no-one wants the worst to happen but this is not a new problem; some parents 

are parking inconsiderately because of their desire to get their children in to school but all of 

you are in the same position and most are careful / sensible and understand the potential risks 

to children. 
 

At the last Parent Forum meeting, this issue was brought up and all members share the 

concerns. We are looking at ways that parents can share concerns like this with the police 

directly, who may be able to issue fines / warnings, (this is known as Section 59 ‘Vehicles 

used in manner causing alarm, distress or annoyance’) in the meantime, The Highway 

Code advises drivers not to stop or park opposite or within 10 metres (32 feet) of a junction, 

except in an authorised parking space. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/news/winter-reading-challenge


Click the images below to access the material if interested 

 

 

 
The 2 Johns Online Safety session – Sunday 10 December 7pm 
  
The 2 Johns are running a session on Sunday evening (10 December) at 7pm to launch the ESCB 
online safety week. The virtual session and Q&A will be hosted on Zoom and also The 2 Johns 
Facebook page. This will be followed by a week of online safety messages and advice on the ESCB 
social media accounts. Find out more about the campaign. 

https://www.facebook.com/The2johns
https://www.facebook.com/The2johns
https://www.escb.co.uk/about/campaigns/online-safety/
https://www.explore-essex.com/whats-on/festive-trail-notley
https://fivedinners.com/
https://www.facebook.com/The2johns


 



 


